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Rosh HaShanah/Yom Teruah
Rosh HaShanah will begin at sundown on Friday, September 15
this year. This Biblical holiday lasts through sundown on
Sunday, September 17. Rosh HaShanah is also known as “Yom
Teruah,” literally the “Day of the Shout.” Yom Teruah is a
more correct name, Biblically, for this feast. Many refer to
it in English as the Day of Trumpets, or the Day of the
Shofar.

Scriptural precedence for the Biblical feast can be found in
Numbers as well as in the Psalms which we will look at in a
moment.

 “And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you
shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work.
For you it is a day of blowing the trumpets.” Numbers 29:1,
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emphasis added

Have you ever heard the sounding of the shofar?

The tone is so profound. To celebrate this holiday, the shofar
is sounded:

“Sing aloud to God our strength;
Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob.
Raise a song and strike the timbrel,
The pleasant harp with the lute.

Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon,
At the full moon, on our solemn feast day.
For this is a statute for Israel,
A law of the God of Jacob.” Psalm 81:1-4, emphases added

There is a solemnity, calling all hearers to humble themselves
before the King of all kings. There is also joy, for we know
that one day the shofar will sound and the dead in Messiah
will rise and those who are still alive will meet the LORD in
the air:

“For the Lord Himself shall come down from heaven with a
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commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the
blast  of  God’s  shofar,and  the  dead  in  Messiah  shall  rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left behind, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in  the  air—and  so  we  shall  always  be  with  the  Lord.”  1
Thessalonians 4:16-17, TLV

Inherent and Inerrant Cohesiveness
of the Biblical Narrative
Our Savior and Messiah Yeshua (Jesus) fulfilled the prophetic
meaning  of  each  Biblical  feast  found  within  the  pages  of
Scripture.

I view so much of this as a “lost history” because so many
believers have not been taught about our collective history as
the people of God: native and grafted in members of the house
of Israel.

The Biblical holidays (particularly the Fall Feasts) are
eschatologically significant, pointing us to the end of days
and affirming the inherent and inerrant cohesiveness of the
Biblical narrative.

The  Hebrew  Scriptures  form  the  foundation  for  the  New
Testament and all of the Scriptures are without error. The
entirety of the Word of God is valuable and we must treat it
as such!
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“All  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of
God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
2 Timothy 3:16-17

The  Prophetic  and  Eschatological
Significance  of  Rosh  HaShanah/Yom
Teruah
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The Bible exhorts us to “Make a joyful shout to God, all the
earth!” Psalm 66:1

Yom Teruah/Rosh HaShanah provides occasion for such shouting,
though we should not limit our praise to just one time of
year. If we look to the Scriptures, we will see that every
aspect of the Feast days points to Jesus (Yeshua).

During the Hebrew month of Elul, spiritual preparation is made
because it is known that soon the Bridegroom will come. You
may be interested in my recent post explaining a bit about the
month  of  Elul  and  preparations  for  Rosh  HaShanah  and  Yom
Kippur (the High Holidays).

When the shofar is sounded on Rosh HaShanah, we are reminded
of the coronation of our King. He has sought us in the field,
we are beloved and betrothed, and we await the Marriage supper
of the Lamb.
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“‘Then he said to me, ‘Write: ‘Blessed are those who are
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to
me, “These are the true sayings of God.”'” Revelation 19:9

Each Rosh Hashanah is sort of like a divine dress rehearsal.
Some believe that the final shofar will indeed sound on Rosh
Hashanah, but I am cognizant of the Word of God which says no
one knows the day nor hour.
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“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” Matthew 24:36

That  said,  Yeshua  (Jesus)  may  have  been  alluding  to  Rosh
HaShanah when He said this because “no one knows the day nor
hour” had connotations as a wedding idiom at that time. “No
one knows the day or hour, but we know those two are getting
married!” Also, the Jewish community did not know the exact
date or time for Yom Teruah, and it had become commonplace to
describe Rosh HaShanah as the feast of which “no one knows the
day nor hour!”

Word to the wise: always be ready.

The King is coming.

The Sweetness of a New Year
In Hebrew, Rosh HaShanah means “Head of the year.” It is the
start of the Biblical new year and is a time of repentance as
well as rejoicing.

I love how Rosh HaShanah occurs always just after the start of
the school year. My children are homeschooled and we enjoy
incorporating aspects of the Biblical Feasts into our studies
of  history  and  Biblical  studies.  It  is  customary  on  Rosh
HaShanah to eat apples and honey and to pray for a sweet new
year.

In our household, this means praying we will each demonstrate
sweetness of character and be kind to one another.
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Sweet and Sour: Sweetness amid the
Sound of the Shofar
For those of us who are counted among the saved, sanctified,
and sealed in the Book of Life, the New Year is very sweet.

But we must also be cognizant of the dichotomy between that
which is sweet and that which is not-so-sweet.

If we are honest, Yom Teruah (Rosh HaShanah) reminds us of the
sour reality that not everyone will be saved.

Not everyone will heed the warning blast.

Not everyone will repent.

We will find perfect relief of our burden to preach at the end
of days, but until then, we must continue to introduce our
loving and merciful Savior to a lost and dying world.

To me, it is a bittersweet reality.

We truly must do more to reach the unreached.



So great is ADONAI’s mercy, so sweet and so generous.

We have been commissioned to share that Good News, and we
must. Before it is too late.

Wake up sleeper, open your eyes!
Have you heard the song by Austin French, “Wake up Sleeper,
Open your eyes”?

“Wake up sleeper
Open your eyes
Oh sinner, arise
Leave your past at the door
Wake up sleeper
Come to the light
Christ is alive
Death don’t live here anymore
Death don’t live here anymore”

These lyrics are so appropriate for Rosh HaShanah/Yom Teruah
because the sounding of the shofar is intended to wake up
sinners  out  of  their  slumber  so  there  will  be  repentance



before it is too late!

As followers of Messiah Yeshua (Jesus Christ), we, too, need
to be awakened once again. There is so much apathy in the
church today and we must repent of our complacency. We must
awake from our slumber! Like the Prophet Joel said, we must
sound the alarm on God’s holy mountain!

Looking  forward  to  things  yet  to
come
This Rosh HaShanah/Yom Teruah, let us look forward to all that
the LORD has in store for those who love Him:

“But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
Nor have entered into the heart of man
The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 1
Corinthians 2:9

Here is a wonderful worship song that contains that verse:

God’s plans for your life are so great! Keep your eyes on
Jesus (Yeshua) and always be ready!

“And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who
hears  say,  “Come!”  And  let  him  who  thirsts  come.  Whoever
desires, let him take the water of life freely.” Revelation
22:17

Sweetness at the mercy seat
Brooke Fraser’s recent song, “Honey in the Rock” also has such
beautiful lyrics and it brought me some inspiration today.
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“Sweetness at the mercy seat
Now I’ve tasted, it’s not hard to see
Only You can satisfy“

This  Rosh  HaShanah,  may  you  experience  the  sweetness  of
salvation at the mercy seat of the LORD Most High. Once you
have tasted and seen, you will know that our God is so very
good and His love endures forever.

Shana tova! Happy New Year!

The  joyful  shout  of  Yom
Teruah(Rosh Hashanah)
5782 B”H

Yom Teruah (“Day of the Shout”) is the correct Biblical name
for the Holy Day more commonly called Rosh Hashanah, meaning
“Head of the Year.” To make things more complicated, Rosh
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Hashanah is additionally called Yom HaZikkaron, meaning “Day
of Remembrance.” This refers to Leviticus 23:24‘s exhortation
to have a “memorial:”

“Speak to the people of Israel, saying, In the seventh month,
on the first day of the month, you shall observe a day of
solemn rest, a memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a
holy convocation.” Leviticus 23:24. ESV

“Speak to Bnei-Yisrael, saying: In the seventh month, on the
first day of the month, you are to have a Shabbat rest, a
memorial of blowing (shofarot), a holy convocation.” Leviticus
23:24 TLV

Notice, the Day of the Shofar/Shout is considered a Sabbath
day.  Many  Christians  today  do  not  realize  that  there  are
Sabbaths that fall on days besides Saturday. It is yet another
opportunity to have an appointment with the LORD. Consider
celebrating the prophetic feast of Yom Teruah and the High
Holy Days this year, taking time to rest and rejoice in the
God of Israel!

Yom Teruah/Rosh Hashanah is very much associated with a time
of repentance leading up to Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement).
These days are known as the Days of Awe. Traditional Judaism
teaches that on Rosh Hashanah your name may be written in the
book of Life and that on Yom Kippur, it may be sealed there.
As disciples of Messiah Yeshua (Jesus), we know that our name
is written in the Book of Life at the moment of salvation, and
it is by His Holy Spirit (Ruach haKodesh) that we are sealed.
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What does the Hebrew word “Teruah”
mean?
The  Hebrew  word,  “teruah” תְּרוּעָה   means  “shout!”  It  is  a
startling, battlecry type of shout. Think of Jericho and the
walls falling down. This is no time for a half-hearted noise.
This  word  expresses  a  collective  shout  that  is  unified,
massive, earth-shaking, and awe-inspiring.

Walls will come down, if you will participate.

Walls will come down, if you will believe.

The  Israelites  had  been  instructed  to  circle  the  city  of
Jericho 7 times on the 7th day.
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“Then on the seventh time, when the kohanim blew the shofarot,
Joshua ordered the people, “Shout! For ADONAI has given you
the city!” Joshua 6:16

Shofarot is the plural for shofar. Shofars were sounded and
the people shouted, and they won the city.

What battle are you facing?

Are you willing to do things God’s way?

Will you turn away from sin and enter into a relationship with
Messiah Yeshua (Jesus)?

Teruah brings us to victory.

Sometimes we need to shout our praise and our thankfulness!

Blessed are the people who know the
joyful teruah
The Bible says:

“Blessed are the people who know the joyful shout!
They walk in the light of Your presence, ADONAI.” Psalm 89:15
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And that

“God has ascended amidst shouts of joy, ADONAI amidst the
sounding of the shofar.” Psalm 47:5

Notice a theme here? JOY!

Though a battle may be raging, if we truly trust our Mighty
Conqueror and Victorious Savior, we will have peace in the

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2047%3A5&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2047%3A5&version=KJV


face of an enemy. Internally, we will have joy unspeakable.
And it might even overflow in such a way that it is apparent
externally.

Have you ever worshipped in such a manner? Tambourine in hand,
dancing  before  your  King?  Arms  lifted  high  in  freedom  of
praise? Perhaps you have used worship flags or banners? Allow
your joy to overflow and you will find great liberty, healing,
and strength in the LORD’s presence!

Here is a song that may inspire you to praise in such a
manner:

You see, once you realize from just how deep a pit you have
been rescued, your praise changes. You won’t be ashamed to
dance  before  your  Creator.  You  will  overflow  with  Living
Water.

The Coronation of our King
Another very central theme during Yom Teruah/Rosh Hashanah is
that the LORD (ADONAI) is King over all the earth. Traditional
Judaism teaches that Rosh Hashanah is the appropriate time for
the crowning of a king! Our Messiah Yeshua is King of all
kings,  the  Victorious  One  and  we  look  forward  to  His
coronation  again  in  Jerusalem!

“No misfortune is to be seen in Jacob,
    and no misery in Israel!
ADONAI their God is with them
    —the King’s shout is among them!” Numbers 23:21

This joyful verse from Numbers 23:21 uses the word “teruah” in
connection to our King! Assuredly, even our King will shout
and this prevents misfortune or misery from being among God’s
people.
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Are you among the people who know
the joyful shout?
If your name is indeed written in the Book of Life, then this
promise is yours today:

“Behold, I tell you a mystery:

We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed—

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last shofar.
For the shofar will sound,
and the dead will be raised incorruptible,
and we will be changed.” 1 Corinthians 15:51-54

The shofar will again sound the Day of our Resurrection!

What greater joy could there be?

We will rise with Messiah, incorruptible. We will live in His
Heavenly Kingdom for all eternity!

Now I do believe that is worth a mighty shout of praise today!

Rejoice! Our King lives and reigns forever! Please leave a
comment below, we would love to hear from you!

Yom Teruah: the day of the shout! AND: Rosh Hashanah Brisket
Recipe!
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Yom  Kippur  and  Messiah’s
return
There are many Messianic prophecies in the Bible, but what is
found in Zechariah 12 in particular regarding mourning (i.e.
genuine, travailing repentance) is very much related to Yom
Kippur. We know that Messiah Yeshua will come back after the
time of the tribulation and wicked nations will be about to
attack Jerusalem. Adonai Tzva’ot will handle it: “It will
happen in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations
that come against Jerusalem” (Zech.12:9).

Yom Teruah: the day of the
shout!  AND:  Rosh  Hashanah
Brisket Recipe!
is the day of the shout! The day to sound the shofars and
remember that with a shout, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah
will return for His people! It is the more “Biblical” term for
what is more widely known as “Rosh Hashanah,” which means
“Head of the year.” We celebrate a new year and we await
Messiah’s return.
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