The value of human life

Parashat B’chukotai (Leviticus 26:3-27) 5782 B"H

The Supreme Court’s Draft opinion:
Will our nation finally stop
killing babies?

The leaked Supreme Court draft opinion is captivating the
nation’s attention and has brought the discussion about the
value of human life front and center.

Wouldn’'t it be an answer to prayer if our nation reversed
course and stopped shamelessly killing babies?

As God’s own children, we know that there is inherent value
and worth in every child, born and not-yet-born.

And yet this week’s parashat is one of those Scriptures that
makes me uncomfortable!

We know that thereis
inherent value and
worth in every child;™™

born and not-yet-born.


https://adonaishalom.com/index.php/2022/05/13/the-value-of-human-life/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lev+26%3A3-27%3A34&version=TLV

What to do when the Scriptures make
you squirm

As soon as one of my sons overheard that I was studying
Leviticus 27‘s unsettling “valuations” of human beings he
immediately said,

“Oh great. God supports slavery?”

What to do when
the Scriptures
make you

It is more complicated than that, but . . . any monetary
amount placed on the value of human life is very hard for us
to understand.

And pretty much the only time I ever hear the word,
“valuation” 1is on Shark Tank. []

So what should you do if you read a passage that just really
bothers you?

First, don’t jump to any conclusions.
Pause, and pray.

Ask the LORD to speak to you and teach you through.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lev+27&version=TLV
https://abc.com/shows/shark-tank

Be willing to do some research. Learn about history, context,
culture, and any other details that the Holy Spirit (Ruach
haKodesh) leads you to.

Talk to trusted believers such as your pastor, ministry
leaders, and other reliable Bible teachers.

And finally, pray some more!

You will almost always arrive at a place of peace, if you will
surrender to the LORD’s leading, and He will instruct you from
His very Word about why the Bible says what it does! There are
some mysteries, of course, that we will just have to wait
until we are in the heavenly kingdom to ask about, but I
assure you, if you are willing to put in the work, you will
find many answers that you seek!

Back to our disconcerting passage:

If a person made a special vow,
these were the valuations for
redemption:

Men ages 60+: 15 shekels

Women ages 60+: 10 shekels

Men ages 20-60: 50 shekels

Women ages 20-60: 30 shekels

Boys/young men ages 5-20 years: 20 shekels
Girls/young women ages 5-20: 10 shekels
Boys ages 1 month — 5 years: 5 shekels
Girls ages 1 month — 5 years: 3 shekels

This seems to be way outside of anything we are used to in
America.

We wonder immediately, how could someone be worth more or
worth less than someone else?



And are men worth more than women?
Why are 20-60 year olds worth the most?

Notice, these were the valuations for redemption related to a
special vow. (We discussed a bit about redemption last week;
you can read about it here). The redemption price didn’t
actually have to do with inherent worth. A1l humans have
inherent worth:

“God created humankind in His image, in the image of God He
created him, male and female He created them.” Genesis 1:27

Well, that is reassuring

So then what was this about?

The redemption valuation wasn’'t about inherent worth.
Personhood and value was assumed, and Torah commands us to
preserve and cherish life!

The valuation had to do with how much a person could produce,
how much they were worth as a worker. What I find surprising
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is that a value is placed even on one month olds!

The 20-60 year old age group naturally would include the
strongest, most productive workers.

We value the ability of each person to contribute to the
success of the wider community.

However, this still seems somewhat unsettling.
What about those with dis-ability?
What about the poor?

The valuation 1list doesn’t make a distinction. This 1is
actually highly inclusive! Ability didn’t matter! The
valuations are based on age alone! As for the poor, there is
no discrimination either: If a poor person made a vow, but
could not afford the redemption prices, an exception would be
made. The poor person would go before the priest, and the
priest would set a value that would be manageable. (Leviticus

27:8)

No one is ever left out in God’s economy.

He makes a way, for each and ever
person, who seeks redemption.

Human life is worth so very much that God our Father sent His
Son, Yeshua (Jesus) to die on the cross to take away your sin.
You are worth so much, but sin has tainted His beautiful
creation. You are a precious treasure, but there is a tarnish
until you allow Him to wipe you clean and polish you up anew.

The Scriptures are so very clear that the LORD loves you and
made you with a purpose!

Remember, whenever you come across something that makes you
question that Truth, be sure to pray, and to seek more deeply
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answers to your questions in the Word of God.

Have you ever questioned your worth? Do you pray for new
generations to live and to learn to love the LORD and His
Word? Do you know how valuable you are? Will you join us in
praying for our nation and for each other? Please, comment or
send an email to adonaishalomusa@gmail.com. We’d love to hear
from you! And subscribe to our monthly newsletter! We promise
not to overwhelm your inbox!

Our Redeemer: the One who 1is
Near

Parashat B’har (V'yikra/lLeviticus 25-26:2) 5782 B"H

In Leviticus 25:25-28, we read a
passage that quickly brings to mind
Ruth and Boaz:

“If your brother becomes poor and sells some of his property,
then his nearest kinsman may come and redeem what his brother
has sold. If a man has no kinsman-redeemer, but he himself
recovers and finds sufficient means to redeem it, then let him
reckon the years since its sale and restore the surplus to the
man to whom he sold it.

Then he will return to his property. But if he is not able to
get it back for himself, then what he has sold is to remain 1in
the hand of the one who has bought it until the Year of



https://adonaishalom.com/index.php/2022/04/30/our-redeemer-the-one-who-is-near/
https://adonaishalom.com/index.php/2022/04/30/our-redeemer-the-one-who-is-near/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201-4&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=lev+25%3A25-28&version=TLV

Jubilee. Then in the Jubilee it should be released, so he may
return to his property." Lev.25:25-28, TLV

This passage contains a very significant
Hebrew word: go’el

Are you at all familiar with this term? It is incredibly
central to understanding redemption!

0000000 Hebrew: go’el.

Go’el translates to “kinsman-redeemer” or “redeeming
relative.”

Yeshua (Jesus) is our relative. He is so closely related to us
that He qualifies as our kinsman-redeemer.

In a sense, this is obvious, but if you really spend a moment
to meditate on this fact, I am sure you will be touched by how
truly glorious it is that our Savior is our relative.

‘o be ADONALI,

who has not left you without a today.

May His Name be famous throughout Israel."”

RUTH 4:14

" .‘_..‘!

“. Blessed be ADONAI, who has not left you without a go’el
(Redeemer) today. May His Name be famous throughout Israel.”
Ruth 4:14
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Redemption was only possible 1if
certain parameters were met.

The nearest kinsman had a choice. He could freely choose
whether or not he wanted to redeem his brother. Ruth’s first-
in-line kinsman redeemer actually rejected the proposition.
Initially, he was interested, but once he realized he would
have to marry Ruth and also take on the obligation to care for
the widowed Naomi as well, he decided not to go through with
the redemption.

He was concerned that he could endanger his inheritance,
perhaps fearing things would be divided among a large family
if he were to serve as redeemer. We do not know his reasons,
but they may well have been financial. Boaz was probably
wealthier and in a better position to take on the Redeemer-
responsibility of a wife and mother-in-law.

Then Boaz took ten of the town’s elders and said, “Sit down
here,” so they sat down. Then he said to the goel, “Naomi, who
has returned from the region of Moab, is selling the parcel of
land that belongs to our brother Elimelech. I thought T should
inform you saying, ‘Buy it in the presence of the people
sitting here, and in the presence of the elders of my people.
If you want to redeem it, redeem it. But if it will not be
redeemed, then tell me, so that I can know, because there is
no one else in line to redeem it. T am after you."'”

“T will redeem it,"” he said.

Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from Naomi'’s
hand, you will also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of
the deceased, in order to raise up the name of the deceased
over his inheritance.”

The kinsman said, “Then I cannot redeem it for myself, or else
I might endanger my own inheritance. You, take my right of
redemption for yourself, for I cannot redeem it.”
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Now in the past in Israel, one removed his sandal and gave it
to another, in order to finalize the redemption and transfer
of a matter. This was a legal transaction in Israel.

So the kinsman said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,” then took
off his shoe.

Boaz announced to the elders and all the people: “You are
witnesses today that I have bought from Naomi all that
belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and
Mahlon. Moreover, I have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the
widow of Mahlon to be my wife in order to raise up the name of
the deceased over his inheritance, so that the name of the
deceased will not be cut off from his brothers or from the
gate of his town. You are witnesses today.” Ruth 4:2-10

The one in need of redemption is described in the Bible as
“having become poor.”

You and I are spiritually bankrupt without the LORD, but He
freely chose to redeem us out of our spiritual poverty.

“Becoming poor” means that we started out ok, but something,
ie. the fall, happened to separate us from the LORD. If you
have done something that makes you feel “less than” or
completely “unworthy” or “unable” to “attain” salvation, know
this: your poor condition doesn’t have to define your future.

Sin creeps in with the intent of robbing us of relationship
with our Merciful Savior, but if you will confess your need
and reject sin, you reject spiritual poverty. You can’t earn a
place at His banqueting table, but you can accept His generous
gift of mercy. He can set you free today from your fears, your
anxiety, from anything that is between you and Him. The LORD
wants to redeem you today!

The One who is Near

000000000 000O0ooogo The full Hebrew description in Leviticus
25:25 for an individual to bring redemption to their “poor
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brother” is “go’el haqarob.”
000000 Hebrew: garob. This means “near.”

“Kinsman” in Hebrew then could be expressed as one’s “near
one.” Someone near and dear to you.

Forms of this same verb are used throughout the Psalms to
express the nearness of God.

"ADONAI is near ([JO000O0O0) to _all who call on Him, to all who
call on Him in truth." Psalm 145:18 (TLV)

The LORD is near, the LORD is qarob — He 1is near to you when
you call on Him in Truth.

He is near, qgarob, as your next-of-kin. He 1is Elohim qarob,
the God who is near.

You are part of the family of God, and He, your Savior,
redeems you as your kinsman-redeemer.

Yeshua (Jesus) is your Brother and His Father is your Father,
too.

"
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"ADQNAI is near (A7) to all WRG call on Him,
~to allwho call @a«Him in Truth."

Psalm 145:18
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Our Redeemer Lives and He is Near

“For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as
the LORD our God is to us, for whatever reason we may call
upon Him?" Deut.4:7, NKJV

Here again, a form of the term “qarob” is used to describe the
spectacular Truth that our Redeemer God is near to us. Who
else is so privileged to have God on their side? The LORD is
with His nation, Israel; we are members of this holy nation.
He not only protects and guides us, He is so near to us,
nearer than our own breathing. He is not some distant god. He
is not powerless, He is not uninterested in our future. He is
deeply involved in our day-to-day lives because He cares for
us so profoundly. And whenever we call upon His Name, He is
listening. What a privilege!

“For what great nation is there
that has God so near to it,
as the LORD our God is to us,
for whatever reason we may
call upon Him?"

D'varim/Deuteronomy 4:7

Al SH

Our Redeemer lives and He is near to us. Our slavery to sin is
ended, our inheritance 1is restored, and we await our
Bridegroom’s return.



YET | KNOW THAT

oy Redoomey ive

AND IN THE END, HE WILL STAND ON EARTH.
JOB 19:25

Al SH

“Yet I know that my Redeemer lives and in the end, He will
stand on earth.” Job 19:25
Here are some encouraging songs about our Redeemer for you

that you may enjoy listening to today!

We used to sing this song, “My Redeemer Lives” during praise
time at a wonderful church I attended when I was first saved.
It is a song sure to bring you some joy today!

“My Redeemer Lives” by Nicole C. Mullen is another encouraging
song about our redemption.

“There is a Redeemer (Love has won)"” by Darlene Zschech will
usher you in to worship of our Great Redeemer!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f iMHEmsDE



You have an invitation to meet our
Kinsman-Redeemer

Let me reiterate that God 1isn’t some distant, far-off
jeffersonian god.

He is near, and His return is likewise near.

He has invited you beyond gleaning in some far away fields. He
invites you to draw near to Him because you are His beloved.
He is the King of all kings, and He owns everything because He
made everything. He will pour out the richness of His grace
upon you and prosper you in your daily living. He will heal
you and restore you, and yes, redeem you. He is your Father,
and He wants to be in relationship with you, His precious
child.

Will you accept His invitation today?
Will you draw near to Him and allow Him to bless you today?

If you have questions about just who is this God of Israel,
please write to me. I would love to share more with you about
our Messiah’s love. You can leave a comment below or send an
email to adonaishalomusa@gmail.com. Subscribe to our
newsletter to get encouragement sent straight to your inbox.
If you already know the LORD, share a testimony about when you
came to know your Redeemer to encourage others! Shalom!
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nor are you to gather the gleanings of your harvest.
You are not to pick the remnants of your vineyard,
nor are you to gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard.
Instead, you are to leave them for the poor and for the outsider.
| am ADONAI your God.
1k




