
7 Biblical responses for when
your child experiences racism
for the first time

Our family bubble
The enemy wants to burst your bubble
When loving thy neighbor is put to the test
Perceived Racism
Addressing Fear
So how do you help a child who has encountered real
racism OR perceived racism for the first time?

1. Remind your child that all of us were created
in the image of God. Race is a social construct
and racism is sin.
2. If your child has accepted the free gift of
salvation that is given to us by putting our faith
and trust in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus Christ), he or
she  is  part  of  a  holy,  set  apart  and  chosen
generation and God calls us “special.” We don’t
need  to  rely  on  anyone  else  to  validate  our
existence  or  our  skin  color.
3. Encourage your child to turn to the LORD when
feeling scared, discriminated against, alone, or
unsafe. He is our Stronghold, our Fortress, and
our Deliverer.
4.  Emphasize  the  Biblical  mandate  to  remain
peaceful. Always seek shalom: wholeness and peace.
5.  Hear  out  your  child.  Allow  him  or  her  to
express their emotions about racism.
6. Exhort your child to be an overcomer despite
any circumstance.
7. Pray together in the Spirit.

Walk  in  Faith,  no  matter  what  and  refuse  to  be
intimidated
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Our family bubble
I like my faith-filled bubble.

Our family prays together and we read the LORD’s Word together
and we worship together.

We love to share our faith with those who do not know the LORD
and  all  of  us  are  pretty  resilient  in  the  face  of
argumentation and those who refuse to accept the Truth.

My children are homeschooled and sometimes I forget that we
live in this joyful little bubble!

The  enemy  wants  to  burst  your
bubble
And I was taken off guard yesterday.

My son had gone outside to walk our German Shepherd, Canelo,
on a small dead-end road that borders one edge of our corner
lot house. Our family has walked that way many times because
there is rarely a car and we often see beautiful wildlife
including deer and sandhill cranes. I often try to get a
close-up picture, but the creatures prove elusive.



Canelo
An evening walk has become a new summertime routine for my
son. He started taking the dog all by himself about a week or
two ago and I believe it is a quiet time for him. I have



noticed an improvement in his snarky-young-teenager remarks
and so I was very happy that he had learned to get some fresh
air and exercise.



The road seems like a peaceful one, with just four houses on
the short northwoods street.



The end of the road
Last year, the houses on that road held a little community
rummage sale, so we stopped by and met the neighbors. They
were all fairly friendly, but the couple living at one of the
houses seemed less so . . . and overly interested in detailing
the alcohol flask collection they were trying to sell.

We assumed from their demeanor and manner of conversation that
they perhaps struggle with drinking.



I hadn’t seen or heard from them since.

Until last night.

My son came home and he had a look of disbelief on his face.

I asked him what had happened.

When loving thy neighbor is put to
the test
“The neighbor lady yelled at me.”

I couldn’t imagine this, so I asked for details.

He recounted: “She came out on her porch and yelled out, ‘. .
. You need to go use a different path. Can’t you see you’re
making my dog bark? Go on.’ Then she just stood there and
stared at me until I left.”

I asked him if he replied to her spitefully (which would not
have necessarily surprised me).

He said, “No, I just said ‘Ok, I’m sorry’ and came home. I had
a million bad things I wanted to say to her, but I didn’t
because I know I’m supposed to be Christian.”

Well, there’s a proud mom moment. My child is trying to act
like a follower of our Messiah ought to act.

Trying to give the neighbor lady the benefit of the doubt, I
asked if she perhaps was kidding? Maybe she had a twinge of
humor, “look, kid, you make my dog bark and it drives me
crazy…”

“No. She was not joking one bit.”

So the mama bear in me was incensed that our very neighbor
could be so mean to a child! Especially my child! My son’s
mere presence in the road in front of her house caused her an



issue? Our dog wasn’t barking at her dog. I have heard her dog
on other occasions. I believe he looks out their front window
and barks every time a dog passes. But that is her issue, not
mine. And most certainly not my son’s issue.

I want to tell her that the road is public land and my child
has the right to walk his doggie wherever he so pleases. And I
want to shout right back at her. How dare she hurt my son’s
feelings! But alas. I am a Christian. I am a pastor! I have to
be “Midwest nice” at the least, right? I have to love my
neighbor!?

Ugh. No one said following Yeshua (Jesus) would be easy.

Perceived Racism
But there was something else that my son said that really hurt
my mama heart. He said that the woman had muttered something
before yelling and he thought it sounded like “you ill . . . ”

I said maybe she meant, “you ill-mannered….”

I asked if he did anything that seemed disrespectful, such as
allowing the dog onto her grass.

He said, “no, more like ‘you illegal’ . . . “

I paused and took a deep breath.

My husband is a legal U.S. citizen. But that doesn’t mean
everyone knows or believes that about him. Quite honestly, I
wish it didn’t matter. My husband is caramel-skinned and was
born  in  Mexico.  My  son  is  handsomely  half  Hispanic  with
beautiful tan skin, mocha eyes, and dark curly hair.

Whether or not my neighbor said something that horrible or
not, my son perceived it that way.

My son felt like a target of racism.



This sweet boy who has grown up fairly sheltered from the
ugliness of the world’s ways says he no longer feels safe
walking down this small countryish road right next to our own
house.

Addressing Fear
He told me not to worry, that he would use the other roads in
front of the house instead.

But you see, that requires crossing a much busier road. And it
is not fair that my son would have to change where he enjoys
walking  in  nature  just  to  please  an  angry  (and  possibly
inebriated) lady who isn’t interested in dealing with her own
dog.

I have never felt unwelcome or unsafe in this community. But
then again, I am white and I grew up just over an hour from
where we currently live.

My son said he observed that the woman’s garage was open with
two rifles on display.

Now, my son is known to have an active imagination, so I do
not know if this is true or not, though it would not surprise
me. It doesn’t help that we just watched the movie “Till” the
night before.

What saddens me is that my son is now scared.

He said he’s seen the videos where angry people shoot kids who
just ring a doorbell or just because of the shade of their
suntan.

I told him that he cannot live in fear. We will still walk on
that road with our heads held high. I am blessed because my
son knows much of the Word of God, so I reminded him of 2
Timothy 1:7:
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“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and
of love and of a sound mind.”

I guess I knew we would confront issues of race eventually,
but it was so unexpected, right here just a few houses up the
road.

That said, I do want to be clear. My neighbor may not have
said anything racially charged at all. I am focused on what my
child perceived. Racially-motivated or not, the outburst was
still unprovoked and unsettling.

So how do you help a child who has
encountered  real  racism  OR
perceived  racism  for  the  first
time?
I’m not sure I have all the answers to that one, but I do know
that we should turn to the Word of God.

He comforts us because our identity is found in Him alone, not
in what the world has to say. I am writing this because it is
therapeutic to me today.

I am searching the Scriptures, too, to be able to minister to
my son’s little heart and I am hopeful this can help someone
else somewhere, too, because our world is full of division and
unkindness.

1. Remind your child that all of us were
created in the image of God. Race is a
social construct and racism is sin.
“So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them.” Genesis 1:27
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“And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell
on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  has  determined  their
preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings.”
Acts 17:26

Acts 17:26
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

There is no place for racism when living in holiness.

2. If your child has accepted the free
gift of salvation that is given to us by
putting our faith and trust in Messiah
Yeshua (Jesus Christ), he or she is part
of  a  holy,  set  apart  and  chosen
generation and God calls us “special.” We
don’t  need  to  rely  on  anyone  else  to
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validate our existence or our skin color.
“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the
praises  of  Him  who  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  His
marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9

3. Encourage your child to turn to the
LORD when feeling scared, discriminated
against,  alone,  or  unsafe.  He  is  our
Stronghold,  our  Fortress,  and  our
Deliverer.
“I will love You, O LORD, my strength.
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer;
My God, my strength, in whom I will trust;
My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised;
So shall I be saved from my enemies.” Psalm 18:1-3

4.  Emphasize  the  Biblical  mandate  to
remain  peaceful.  Always  seek  shalom:
wholeness and peace.
“Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9
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Matthew 5:9

5. Hear out your child. Allow him or her
to express their emotions about racism.
I sat down with my son and I commended his recent progress on
working hard and improving his early teenage years attitude.
(We had some rough moments a few months ago with this too-big-
for-his-britches  young  fellow!)  He  acknowledged  his
improvements,  but  also  admitted  having  some  pretty  ugly
thoughts about the neighbor. I believe it is so important to
allow my son to have space to talk about how he was feeling
and even explore this early introduction to racism. He knew
that he could trust me to support him and love him through
this. I’m grateful he has time to work through this as he
matures and potentially encounters something far more direct
or offensive.

I told him: you are acting like a child of God.

You have a tender heart and you are seeking to do what is
right.

But whether that woman knows it or not, she is serving the



devil. As harsh as this sounds, that makes her a child of the
devil.

And the devil uses people like that to try to unnerve the
children of God.

I told him, clearly, son, you’re doing something right if the
devil has to take the time to come out and bother you like
that using a daughter of the devil.

The  best  thing  we  can  do  is  pray  for  her  to  come  to
understanding and repent and that she would, by God’s grace
and abundant mercy, become a daughter of God one day.

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say
all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and
be  exceedingly  glad,  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Matthew 5:11-12

Our Savior told us to rejoice and not just be glad: “be
exceedingly glad!”

We can confront anything with exceeding gladness because we
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know our journey doesn’t end here. One day we will rejoice in
heaven, rewarded for remaining faithful to our LORD.

6. Exhort your child to be an overcomer
despite any circumstance.
I told my son that while you pray for those who persecute you
or revile you, your duty is to guard your heart and your mind
with the Word of God.

“Keep your heart with all diligence,
For out of it spring the issues of life.” Proverbs 4:23

He is your Protector and Defender, and you shall not fear
walking down the road.

“The LORD will give strength to His people;
The LORD will bless His people with peace.” Psalm 29:11

Realize that the Scriptures serve for exhortation: we know who
God is and we know that He cares for us, therefore we make a
conscious choice. We will.not.fear.

This coming from someone who battles anxiety! But I know deep
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in  my  heart  the  Truth  that  whenever  I,  with  faith  and
conviction, truly hold onto the hem of His garment, my fear is
lost  and  He  makes  me  brave.  I  seek  to  instill  this
understanding in my children so they, too, will always rely on
our Father’s goodness, provision, and security.

Whether confronting racism, sexism, religious discrimination,
anti-Semitism, classism, or any other -ism, if we remember
that the LORD is on our side, we can and will walk in victory.

7. Pray together in the Spirit.
There is no substitute for prayer.

Pray with your child.

Model a life of faith for your child.

And pray for your neighbors and anyone else who would cause
you distress.

Trust that the LORD will work everything out.

Remind your child to wear the armor that God has provided and
pray together with your child in the Spirit.

“And  take  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the
Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this
end  with  all  perseverance  and  supplication  for  all  the
saints.” Ephesians 6:17-18

Walk in Faith, no matter what and
refuse to be intimidated
This afternoon, my husband and I told our son we were all
going to take a family walk.

He looked panicked.
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“Can I stay home?”

My  husband  gently  told  him  in  Spanish:  “no,  m’ijo,  pero
estaremos contigo.”

“No, my son, but we will be with you.”

Just like the LORD is always with us.

We had our son grab a hold of Canelo’s leash and walk him just
like he had the night before. On the very same path.

He learned one step at a time not to be afraid.

Because children of the Most High God shall refuse to be
intimidated.

Yosef  (Joseph):  Favor  &
Shalom
Parashat Vayeshev (B‘reishit/Genesis 37-40) 5783 B”H

Last week in our study of Timna & Amalek, we considered how
rejection can fuel anger, bitterness, violence, and absolute
hatred. These attributes exist to rob us of peace, of shalom,
and  we  do  well  to  learn  from  the  Biblical  examples  of
dysfunction and consequence to protect ourselves from falling
into those same traps.

The marked divisions and dysfunction that plagued Esav (Esau)
and Yaacov (Jacob)’s relationship would continue to stealthily
inject the stains of sin into future generations.

Yaacov (Jacob) [now-Israel] had 12 sons, who would become the
first of the tribes of Israel.
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But before that would happen, many of the brothers would act
as young brothers sometimes do –

selfish,

jealous,

and conniving.

Was there room for grace?

Would there be any shalom?

Could  this  family  overcome  the  temptations  brought  on  by
rivalry and habitual distrust?

Yosef (Joseph) had favor, but . . .
he,  too,  had  to  deal  with  a
complicated family life

He was perceived as a tattletale
The  second-to-youngest  son  in  Yaacov’s  family  was  Yosef
(Joseph), and when he was just a 17-year-old young man, he
“brought  back  a  bad  report  about  [his  brothers]  to  their
father” (Genesis 37:2c).

Well, no one likes a tattletale, and if he was already 17,
maybe  Yosef  (Joseph)  had  been  tattletaling  on  his  older
brothers ever since he could walk.

Now, I am not here to defend Yosef’s (Joseph’s) brothers.

Scripture does not tell us why Yosef (Joseph) felt he needed
to give a bad report to Yaacov (Jacob)]; but given how these
brothers treated Yosef (Joseph) in significant future events,
it is absolutely probable that they were truly doing something
terrible  that  was  well-worth  the  risk  of  being  labeled  a
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tattler.

Indeed, Yosef (Joseph) “the informant” was well-received by
his father, and

“[Yaacov] loved [Yosef] more than all his brothers . . .”
(Genesis 37:4).

Yaacov made his son Yosef (Joseph) the famous long-sleeved
tunic that is often called the “coat of many colors.” (Genesis
37:3).

His brothers resented him
“When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than
all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak to him
in shalom.” Genesis 37:4, TLV, emphasis added

To me, this is a very appropriate translation.

But, let’s look at a few different translations of Genesis
37:4 because there is disagreement among scholars about the
very best way to translate l’shalom here. (Any time you find a
discrepancy  between  different  translations,  this  indicates
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that the translators are having a difficult time expressing
Hebrew idiom in modern English.).

Shalom  is  more  than  a  simple
“peace”
The Hebrew term, “shalom,” is usually translated quite simply
as, “peace.”

But the true meaning of “shalom” has a greater depth to it.

“Shalom”  refers  to  an  all-encompassing  peace,  wholeness,
completeness, healthfulness, and overarching prosperity.

Here is the original Hebrew:

אֲבִיהֶם֙  אָהַ֤ב  כִּֽי־אֹת֞וֹ  אֶחָ֗יו  וַיִּרְא֣וּ 
יָכְל֖וּ וְלֹ֥א  אֹת֑וֹ  וַֽיִּשְׂנְא֖וּ  מִכָּל־אֶחָ֔יו 
WLC, emphasis added ,דַּבְּר֥וֹ לְשָׁלֹֽם׃

Translators have wanted to express the fullness of the term,
so they describe it in these ways:

“When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than
all his brothers, they began to hate him and reached the point
where they couldn’t even talk with him in a civil manner.”
Genesis 37:4, Complete Jewish Bible, emphasis added

“But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more
than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak
peaceably to him.” Genesis 37:4, NKJV, emphasis added

“And his brothers saw that their father loved him more than
all his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to
him on friendly terms.” Genesis 37:4, NASB, emphasis added

Each translation is basically saying the same thing, but their
nuanced differences give us a clue as to the deeper meaning of
“peace” that is intended by the original language.
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In English, “peace” has lost a lot of its power in our culture
today, but the God of the Bible wants you to experience a
genuinely powerful and wholly total depth of peace – shalom –
that is found only when you live under the favor of the
Almighty!

Maintaining your shalom when those
around you make that difficult
The term, “grace,” is commonly defined as “unmerited favor.”

Yosef (Joseph) walked in this type of favor – and to do so, he
would have needed to know how to maintain his inner peace.

He faced so much adversity in life!

How did Yosef (Joseph) overcome being sold into slavery by his
own brothers?! (Genesis 37:27)

He learned to walk in grace.

His  brothers’  (also  unmerited)  evil  actions  toward  Yosef
(Joseph) helped form in him a perseverance and self-confidence
that would lead him to become Egypt’s second-in-command.

Now, of course, Messiah Yeshua had not yet come to endow full-
fledged grace and forgiveness and mercy, but the LORD did
choose  to  use  young  Yosef  (Joseph)  to  demonstrate  and
foreshadow the favor that comes when we trust in His Son.

So how can you, like Yosef (Joseph), triumph when those around
you conspire for your demise, make false accusations against
you, or look for ways to either literally or figuratively
incarcerate you?

How can you walk in shalom?

Know the Word of God: “Shalom I leave you, My shalom I1.
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give to you; but not as the world gives! Do not let your
heart be troubled or afraid.” John 14:27
Trust the Word of God2.
Be filled with the Word of God3.

Our Savior Yeshua (Jesus) is the Word made flesh – the Word
Incarnate. “And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among
us. We looked upon His glory, the glory of the one and only
from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14

When we know His Words – what He said, what He taught, what He
proclaimed, and what He lived, we can learn to trust Him at
His very Word. Messiah Yeshua (Jesus Christ) embodied the Word
and demonstrated that by His Holy Spirit (Ruach haKodesh) we,
too, can live in the peace that surpasses all understanding
and find our shalom in Him.

As  we  mature  in  the  faith,  we  learn  that  trust  becomes
synonymous with peace, because He fills us with His Spirit –
the Spirit of the LORD – whose power overcomes all our fears
and doubts. The enemy may stir up trouble like he did for
Yosef (Joseph) or try to cause us all sorts of anguish and
anxiety, but if we truly trust in the One who is Mighty to
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Save, we will maintain true inner shalom.

We must be filled with His Word! We need the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit (Ruach haKodesh)! So seek Him today and be filled
– Be filled with the Holy Spirit! (Ephesians 5:18) Learn about
the true meaning of shalom and pray that the LORD will help
you to truly live in the fullness of His shalom today!
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