
Palm  Sunday:  the  Hour  has
Come

Zechariah’s Shabbat HaGadol/Palm Sunday Prophecy
“From the River to the Sea . . . to the ends of the
earth”
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
The disciples and crowd rejoice
The Hour has come
Victory Proven
“We wish to see Jesus”
The Father glorified
Who is the Son of Man?
“Behold, our King is coming to you”

Zechariah’s  Shabbat  HaGadol/Palm
Sunday Prophecy
Every year, I enjoy reading Zechariah’s prophecy in Zechariah
9:9-10 that was fulfilled on Shabbat haGadol, Palm Sunday:

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you;
He is just and having salvation,
Lowly and riding on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey.
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
And the horse from Jerusalem;
The battle bow shall be cut off.
He shall speak peace to the nations;
His dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea,
And from the River to the ends of the earth.’’ Zechariah
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9:9-10

“From the River to the Sea . . . to
the ends of the earth”
You may have heard the Palestinian chant back when Hamas’ Gaza
still stood strong, “From the River to the sea, Palestine
shall be free.”

The problem with the chant is that it (either inadvertently or
purposefully) calls for the annihilation of Israel. Palestine
wanted  to  claim  the  land  from  the  Jordan  River  to  the
Mediterranean  Sea.

So  when  I  read  this  portion  of  Zechariah’s  prophecy  in
preparation for today’s message, I was struck by the ending of
verse 10:

His dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea,
And from the River to the ends of the earth.’’ Zechariah
9:9-10

Jesus’ dominion shall be from the River to the sea to the ends
of the earth. Glory Hallelujah!

And so much was set in motion on Palm Sunday.

Jesus’  Triumphal  Entry  into
Jerusalem
Let’s read John 12:12-22:

12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast,

when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13  took
branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried
out:
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“Hosanna!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’
The King of Israel!”

14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as
it is written:

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
Behold, your King is coming,
Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these
things were written about Him and that they had done these
things to Him.

17  Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called
Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore

witness. 18 For this reason the people also met Him, because

they  heard  that  He  had  done  this  sign.  19  The  Pharisees
therefore  said  among  themselves,  “You  see  that  you  are
accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!”

20  Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to

worship at the feast. 21 Then they came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.”

22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip
told Jesus. (emphasis added)

The disciples and crowd rejoice
Last week we talked about Philip. He was the eager one. We’ve
found Him! We have identified who the Messiah is and He is
alive in our time today! On that first Palm Sunday, Philip
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would have been among those who were crying out “Hoshia-na!”
Lord, save us!

That same excitement and enthusiasm is what we need. We know
who the Savior is. He is alive in our time and He is coming
back. We need to share with others that He is indeed the only
One who can save us!

John 1:45 “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have
found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets,
wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

Philip and Andrew were long-time friends. People were coming
far and wide to celebrate the Passover feast. It is very
interesting  that  the  Scriptures  tell  us  that  some  Greek
travelers were in town and wanted to see Jesus. The message of
Jesus was reaching beyond the Jewish enclave. The message was
for Jew and Greek, Jew and Gentile.

Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

Philip, Andrew, Mary, Martha, the Risen Lazarus, and a whole

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A45&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A45&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A45&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A16&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A16&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A16&version=NKJV


multitude were waving palm branches and doing their best to
get as close to Jesus as they could.

Enough had transpired that they loved Him. They waved the Palm
Sunday branches just like they would have done with the lulav
during the Feast of Tabernacles. The Feast of Tabernacles was
like a divine dress rehearsal for the receiving of the Word
who dwelt among us:

“And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit
of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, the boughs of
leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice
before the Lord your God for seven days.” Leviticus 23:40,
(emphasis added)

Notice, the people were commanded to rejoice. Now, the crowds
in  Jerusalem  freely  rejoiced  and  they  heard  testimony  of
witnessing Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead!

John 12:17-18 “Therefore the people, who were with Him when He
called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead,
bore witness. For this reason the people also met Him, because
they heard that He had done this sign.”

His  fame  was  spreading  and  eyewitnesses  to  Lazarus’
resurrection  were  now  willing  to  speak  up  and  testify.

The Bible tells us the disciples didn’t understand at first
(John 12:16). It took many of them until after the ascension
to reflect back and see that Jesus had fulfilled the prophetic
Scriptures.

The Hour has come
At the wedding in Cana, Jesus told his mother His hour had not
yet come (John 2:4).

In John 7:6, same thing: “Then Jesus said to them, My time has
not yet come, but your time is always ready.”
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John 7:30 “Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid
a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.”

John 8:20 “These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He
taught in the temple; and no one laid hands on Him, for His
hour had not yet come.”

But  now  in  John  12:23,  “[And]  Jesus  answered  them,
saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be
glorified.” (emphasis added)

The Greek word, δὲ, should be translated “and” in John 12:23.
The “but” used in the NKJV should be “and.” KJV, ESV, and NIV
got this right here.

Victory Proven
Jesus is fully triumphant. He is the One the Scriptures have
foretold, He is revealing Himself to His disciples on that
Palm Sunday and even the crowds around Him, and has announced
that the hour has come for Him to be glorified.

He didn’t say, the hour of terror has come. It will be an
excruciating hour, but Jesus is focused on the victory.

Meanwhile the Pharisees are wallowing in their ineffectual
campaign against the Lord.

John  12:19  “The  Pharisees  therefore  said  among
themselves, “You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look,
the world has gone after Him!”

They are pointing fingers at each other. You’ve done nothing
to stop this! The whole world is following this donkey-riding
“king.” Their strategy to bring Him down is imploding because
of their own disunity.

Unity is so very important. If we want to see a genuine move
of God in this city, we need to be of united purpose. Division
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and finger-pointing are the enemy’s tactics to destroy such a
movement.

“We wish to see Jesus”
On the first Palm Sunday, the Greek men expressed that they
wanted to see Jesus. They didn’t care about the Pharisee’s
religious constructs. Judaism was fairly foreign to them. They
wanted to meet the miracle-working, salvation-bringing Son of
God.

Similarly, there’s a hunger in hearts today.

Our culture here in North Central Wisconsin is also longing to
see Jesus. They see a glimpse,

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now
I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am
known.” 1 Corinthians 13:12

But lost souls here need to see Jesus in you. They need to
know more than religion.

The Father glorified
John 12:27-36 27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say?
‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came

to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.”

Then  a  voice  came  from  heaven,  saying,  “I  have  both
glorified  it  and  will  glorify  it  again.”

29 Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it
had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.”

30 Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come because of

Me, but for your sake. 31 Now is the judgment of this world;
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now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if I
am  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  peoples  to

Myself.” 33 This He said, signifying by what death He would die.

34 The people answered Him, “We have heard from the law that the
Christ remains forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man
must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?”

35 Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is
with  you.  Walk  while  you  have  the  light,  lest  darkness
overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he

is going.36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that
you may become sons of light.” These things Jesus spoke, and
departed, and was hidden from them.

Here Jesus expresses His emotions. His soul was troubled. He
expresses the sentiment found in Psalm 6:

Psalm 6:2-5

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am weak;
O Lord, heal me, for my bones are troubled.
3 My soul also is greatly troubled;
But You, O Lord—how long?

4 Return, O Lord, deliver me!
Oh, save me for Your mercies’ sake!
5 For in death there is no remembrance of You;
In the grave who will give You thanks?

The human part of Jesus would really feel strongly about verse
5, don’t you think?

The divine part of Him knows He can’t ask the Father to detain
this. He came to earth for this very moment.

And the Father’s voice was heard audibly. This gets glossed
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over a lot. A voice thundered. It’s unclear whether or not the
people heard what was said to Jesus, but they knew a voice
from above had spoken.

If any around had doubts, there could be no doubt now.

Who is the Son of Man?
The Palm Sunday crowd asked the essential question: who is
this Son of Man? The Messiah we know about will live forever,
but you talk of your death. Where do you fit into the story,
Jesus? We don’t understand who is a “Son of Man.”

He spoke cryptically: be sons of light.

And then He left from that place and was hidden to them
(v.36).

“Behold, our King is coming to you”
“Behold, our King is coming. He is just and having salvation.”
Zechariah’s words that were fulfilled on Palm Sunday are still
true to this day and they have a two-part meaning. The LORD
rode in on a colt, but His dominion will extend to the ends of
the earth. Maranatha!

Behold, your King is coming
to  you:  Zechariah’s  Palm
Sunday prophecy
(Zechariah 9; Luke 19:28-48) 5783 B”H
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It is already nearly Palm Sunday and Passover! We still have
snow on the ground here in the northwoods, but the joy of our
Savior’s Resurrection warms our hearts and helps us remember
that the spring flowers are just about to burst forth.

Zekharyah: God remembers
Our Humble King, Owner of all things
Luke describes the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
Shalom in Heaven and Glory in the Highest!
Rejoice Greatly and Shout

Zekharyah: God remembers
Have you ever read the full prophecy found in Zechariah 9?

Zechariah זְכַרְיָה)   (Zekharyah)  was  a  priest  and  prophet  by
heritage and lineage and God used him to reveal one of the
most important Messianic prophecies!

The Hebrew name “Zekharyah” means “God remembers.”

God  remembers  His  people,  He  remembers  His  promises,  and
prophecy is fulfilled precisely because the LORD has spoken
and His Word will not return void (Isaiah 55:11).

The chapter begins with judgment on Israel’s enemies – highly
appropriate given the promise of Zion’s Coming King who would
defeat evil. God remembered all that Israel had endured and
reassured them that He would send the Righteous One.
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Zechariah 9:9-17 contains the prophecies that were fulfilled
on Palm Sunday. Additionally, this passage prophesies that the
coming King would speak shalom and salvation to the nations:

Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!
        Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!
    Behold, your King is coming to you,
        a righteous one bringing salvation.
        He is lowly, riding on a donkey—
        on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
I will banish chariots from Ephraim
        and horses from Jerusalem,
        and the war bow will be broken.
    He will speak shalom to the nations.
    His rule will extend from sea to sea,
    from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you also, by the blood of your covenant,
        I will release your prisoners from the waterless Pit.
Return to the stronghold, you prisoners of hope!
    Today I declare that I will restore twice as much to you.
I will bend Judah as my bow
        and fill it with Ephraim.
  I will rouse your sons, O Zion
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        against your sons, O Greece.
    I will wield you like a warrior’s sword.

Then ADONAI will be seen over them
    as His arrow flashes like lightning.
ADONAI Elohim will blow the shofar
    and march in whirlwinds of the south.
ADONAI TZVA’OT will defend them.
    They will consume and conquer with sling stones.
    They will drink and roar as with wine
        and be filled like a bowl,
        like the corners of the altar.
ADONAI their God will save them on that day
        as the flock of His people.
    They will be like gems of a crown
        sparkling over His land.
How good and beautiful it will be!
    Grain will make the young men thrive
        and new wine the virgin women.” Zechariah 9:9-17,
emphases added

Isn’t this beautiful to picture?

“They will be like gems of a crown sparkling over His land.”
Zechariah 9:16b

He loves you so much you sparkle like a regal gem!
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As you can see, this Bible passage describes the overwhelming
and awesome power of the LORD Most High. His arrows flash like
lightning and shofars will sound and the LORD of the Armies
will  defend  us.  It  is  really  impactful  to  dwell  on  this
passage for a time. Meditate on God’s Word! You will always be
blessed.

Our  Humble  King,  Owner  of  all
things
Do you notice that the Zechariah passage ends with all such
fanfare and victorious imagery, but it sure didn’t start out
that way. It tells about a lowly Man, riding on a donkey. But,
despite the humbleness of the passage, it does make a bold
announcement:

“Behold, your King is coming to you.” Zechariah 9:9
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What a statement!

The King was coming! And not just any King – your King. The
One who will hold out His scepter of righteous forgiveness and
allow you into His Presence with all-consuming love, mercy,
and passion.

Do you need to hear that today?

Do you need to know that there is One who holds all Authority,
the Majestic King of all kings, and He is coming once again?
No one knows the day or the hour of Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Second
Coming, but I can assure you this: He is coming back for His
own.

As Zechariah records, Messiah Yeshua (Jesus Christ our Lord)
is the Righteous One and He is bringing salvation. He will
save you, deliver you, and set you free of your burdens and
your sins and even the curse and sting of death. He will give
you new life, if you will trust in Him today with all your
heart.

Luke documented the fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy that
the Messiah would ride on a colt. (Luke 19:30ff).
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I love how the owners of the colt ask the two disciples in
Luke 19, “Why are you untying the colt?” Luke 19:33

That was a reasonable question. The disciples didn’t own the
colt,  but  the  Master,  the  LORD  Himself  can  given  them
permission to take it! They were instructed to simply say,

“The LORD has need of him.” (Luke 19:34, NKJV).

“The Master needs it.” (Luke 19:34, TLV).

God owns everything, so He owned that young donkey, too.

The  LORD  needed  the  donkey  because  He  was  absolutely
fulfilling in every minute detail the words of Zechariah‘s
triumphal prophecy.

Luke describes the Triumphal Entry
into Jerusalem
Even though our LORD chose to use a lowly donkey as His
transportation into Jerusalem, the events of that first Palm
Sunday were far from lowly.

During what is commonly described as “the Triumphal Entry into
Jerusalem,” there was now a full multitude of people who would
consider  themselves  Yeshua’s  (Jesus’)  disciples.  They  were
celebrating because they knew He was the Anointed One, the
Promised King!

Scripture says that they praised God with a loud voice!

Do you, too, praise Him with a loud voice?

Do you let it be known that you and your household serve this
King?

“When Yeshua came near the slope of the Mount of Olives, the
whole crowd of disciples began to rejoice. They praised God
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with a loud voice for all the miracles they had seen, saying,

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of ADONAI!”
Shalom in heaven and glory in the highest!”

Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,
rebuke Your disciples!”

But answering, Yeshua said, “I tell you that if these keep
silent, the stones will shout out!”

As He drew near and saw Jerusalem, He wept over her, saying,
“If only you had recognized this day the things that lead
to shalom! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For the
days will come upon you when your enemies will surround you
with barricades and hem you in on all sides. And they will
smash you to the ground—you and your children within you. And
they won’t leave within you one stone upon another, because
you did not recognize the time of your visitation.” (Luke
19:37-45).

Blessed is the King!

What has often become a repetitive custom to say, “Baruch haba
b’Shem  Adonai”  was  in  that  moment  the  most  powerful
declaration  of  allegiance  and  praise!

Shalom in Heaven and Glory in the
Highest!
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Shalom in heaven!

Glory in the Highest!

Doesn’t that reach the depths of your heart?

The joy of knowing the King of kings has come!

I imagine the overwhelming experiential joy that the disciples
must have been feeling at that moment!

The Pharisees missed the mark and wanted to hear a public
rebuke.

But Yeshua (Jesus) knew the condition of their hearts.

He wept over the Holy City, knowing that despite their daily
greetings to one another saying, “Shalom,” they truly didn’t
understand shalom.

More than a greeting and more than a temporary condition, true
shalom comes only from being in right relationship with the
Holy One, learning to love and seeking His mercy. Keeping
every jot and tittle of the law could not save the people.
They needed to know the Lord of Shalom.



Rejoice Greatly and Shout
Zechariah 9:9 proclaims we are to rejoice greatly and shout
because of the announcement of the Coming King!

As we enter this Holy time of Passover and celebrating the
FirstFruits  of  the  Resurrection,  I  pray  you  will  rejoice
greatly. That you will not be ashamed to shout praises unto
God Most High!

The tomb is empty. Our King will return!

Celebrate! And may we pray for those who do not yet know Him.
That they, too, would shout “Hoshiana!” (Hosanna!): Please,
save!
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