Could Tzelophehad’s
inheritance be given to
daughters?

Parashat Pinchas (B’midbar/Numbers 25:10 — 29) 5781 B”H
(Updated 7/19/22 5782)

The Law had been given, but
clarification was needed

By Numbers 25, Israel had Torah (God’s instructions), but
different situations arose in Israel’s history which needed
clarification.

One such instance occurred in Numbers (B’midbar) 27 when a man
named Tzelophehad (commonly spelled, Zelophehad, in English
translations) died in the wilderness.

He was survived by 5 daughters.

Tzelophehad’'s family
It appears Tzelophehad had been a decent man.

Nothing is said about his wife, so she may have died many
years earlier.

Yet somehow Tzelophehad managed to raise up 5 thoughtful
daughters:

Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.
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These women knew right from wrong and just from unjust. They
were respectful of Moses and they concerned themselves with a
legal matter, demonstrating that they also respected YHVH.

MAHLAH, NOAH, HOGLAH, MILCAH, & TIRZAH
KNEW RIGHT FROM WRONG AND JUST FROM UNJUST.
THEY WERE RESPECTFUL OF MOSES AND THEY
CONCERNED THEMSELVES WITH A LEGAL MATTE]
DEMONSTRATING THAT THEY ALSO RESPECTED YHWH.

The legal precedence was such that sons received a father’s
inheritance.

But Tzelophehad had no sons!
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He did, however, have some independent thinkers!

His daughters concerned themselves with an issue of fairness,
seeking justice, not only for themselves, but for the legacy
of their father.

The legal precedence in Israel was such that
sons received a father's inheritance. But
Tzelophehad had no sons! He did, however
have some independent t [
daughters concerned themselves with an issue

of fairness. They sought justice, not only for
nselves, but for the legacy of their father.

Moses & Eleazar hear the daughters’
petition

Tzelophehad was never part of Korah‘s clan. Tzelophehad’s
daughters made a special point to ensure their father’s legacy
would in no way be connected to Korah.

Tzelophehad had nothing to do with the rebellious uprising.
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Read about Korah, the (wicked) Social Influencer
of their day HERE

Machlah, Noah, Choglah, Milcah, and Tirzah appeared before
Moses, Eleazar, and the princes of the entire Israelite
assembly at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.

No sickness or nervousness would keep them from walking in
favor.

They did not seek attention for attention’s sake.

The 5 sisters had in them the confidence that they were
daughters of Israel, queens in the royal kingdom of a holy
nation blessed by the Almighty One. They were bound as
sisters, and they made their petition together.

A verdict from on high

Moses didn’t make a decision until he had consulted the
Supreme Law-Giver, ADONAI. Moshe prayed and the LORD responded
to him that Tzelophehad’s daughters were right:

They should be given the inheritance of their father, and the
commandment would stand for all of Israel.

There was only one caveat (described in Numbers 36) which was
that the daughters had to marry within their tribe.

Individual and community rights

These five brave women took a stand for their human rights.
Some would say they remained limited due to the provision that
they must marry within their clan, but culturally speaking,
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they were still granted significant freedom to marry whoever
they wished within their tribal grouping.

Rabbi Johnathan Sacks, of blessed memory, delves deeper into
the human rights discussion that arises from Numbers 27 in his
article titled, Complexity of Human Rights. Of particular
interest, the dichotomy of the individual rights justly
pursued by the five daughters of Tzelophehad and the group or
tribal rights that are also an important part of wholesome
justice.

Today, most people are only focused on their individual
rights, to the exclusion or disregard of the needs and rights
of the wider society. This can lead to major distortions in
appropriate social justice. The “me” culture of today forces
wider society to adapt to outlandish policies demanded by at
times defiant individuals, in a less-than-holy and unjust way.

The lesson from Numbers 27 is that when an individual pursues
justice in a righteous and holy way, then their needs can and
should be addressed, and the wider society will benefit from
that individual situation.

Machlah, Noah, Choglah, Milcah, and Tirzah would marry within
the tribe, for their own benefit, but also for the benefit of
the nation of Israel.

Families come first, and this Scripture passage illustrates
that.

The 5 daughters of Tzelophehad were blessed and heard because
of their faithfulness and obedience, and the nation of Israel
prospered, even to this day.
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Korah: the Rebellious Social Influencer
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