Review: the new NIV Student
Bible (New International
Version)

I am a member of the Bible Gateway Blogger Grid (BG’). As
a #BibleGatewayPartner, I have received a copy of the_NIV
Student Bible published by Zondervan Bibles at no cost to
me in exchange for an honest review here on the Adonai Shalom

USA blog. #BG’
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The NIV Student Bible, published by Zondervan Bibles
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The hardcover edition of the NIV Student Bible features an
attractive book jacket. The colors are appealing and the
design continues throughout the overall Bible. The use of
blues and neutral patterns makes this appropriate for both
young men or young women. This Bible includes a yellow satin
ribbon for use as a bookmark.

The NIV (New International Version) of the Bible is an
accessible translation so it is appropriate that it was the
translation chosen for a new student Bible. The New
International Version is not my personal favorite, but when
used comparatively, it holds its own and is valuable. The NIV
translators sought to bring a modern English cadence to the
wording which is particularly helpful for younger readers who
may be unfamiliar or unready for a more complex cadence.


https://www.amazon.com/Student-Bible-Hardcover-Comfort-Print/dp/0310461634
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“Introduction to Habakkuk,” NIV Student Bible

The NIV Student Bible contains short explanations of key
verses and book introductions that will capture the attention
of a young person. For example, in the introduction to Hosea,
a caption reads, “Tearing God’s Heart” and posits the
question: “Why would He love such a woman?”

In the introduction to Habakkuk, the issue of theodicy 1is
introduced (but not mentioned by its technical name).
(“Theodicy” refers to the question of why God who is so good
permits evil). I wonder whether it may be a disservice to the
young student to not at least mention the term, but then
again, this is aimed at teenagers who probably don’t need all
the technicality yet. The introductions to each book appear to
be intentionally kept short and simplistic so as not to
overwhelm a young person.

Philip Yancey and Tim Stafford contributed to the notes found
throughout this edition of the Bible. While the NIV Student
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Bible does contain some devotional-like study commentary,
would not be considered a “Study Bible”
purposes.

it
for most academic
Yancey and Stafford’s writing style is easily
understandable and the textual insertions are tastefully done.

The Bible text of the NIV Student Bible is printed using a
“Comfort Print” font so it is readable and attractive.
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“Habakkuk,” NIV Student Bible

This NIV Student Bible contains very useful information in the
back of the book: a “Where to find it” section that includes
“100 People You Should Know,” “Glossary of People and Places,”

“Well-known Events,” a “LineUp of Rulers,” a “Subject Guide,”
and beautiful glossy color maps.
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Color map of Paul’s Missionary Journey in the NIV Student
Bible

The LineUp of Rulers is so well done I wish I had it in my own
personal study Bible! It is an excellent resource that will
benefit anyone interested in the history of the kings and
chronicles of Scriptures. It is exceedingly helpful for
keeping straight the kings of Israel vs. the kings of Judah!
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“A Lineup of Rulers,” NIV Student Bible

My recommendation:

. 8.8.8.8.¢
Rating: 5 out of 5.

I would recommend the NIV Student Bible for high school aged
students and possibly young college students. Some of the
topics in the glossary may be too mature for middle schoolers.

This is a useful and valuable resource for students today who
are wrestling with tough questions and are seeking guidance
from the Word of God.
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